This sequence of images shows the heat shield from
NASA's Mars Science Laboratory hitting the ground
on Mars and raising a cloud of dust.

A dark spot, the shadow of the heat shield, enters the
scene from lower left. The bright heat shield itself is
also apparent just before the shadow and hardware meet
in the impact on the surface. The images were taken
by the Mars Descent Imager on the spacecraft
while the spacecraft was on its parachute.



